Summaries

The methodological cycle of integration for people with disabilities
(Cleto Corposanto)

Corposanto proposes a peculiar strategy for the delivering of social services to
people with disabilities (methodological cycle of integration). The cycle
comprises four steps: the collection of quantitative and qualitative data; the
participation of people with disabilities in the social policy planning; the
construction of the database and of the indexes, and finally the implementation of
the policy on the basis of the network governance.

Disability paradox: people with disabilities and happiness
(Mauro Niero)

The disability paradox means that people that should be sick feel good. Often
people with disabilities are very satisfatied with their lifes and consider their own
conditions as fairly good, coerently Quality of Life indexes results in high rates.
After an analysis of the main approches on the topic (equilibrium model; expecta-
tions-gap model; coping model; illness behavior model), Niero suggests, quoting
“classical” scholars (Levine, Mechanic ecc.), that, in many cases, disability is
considered as a part of the identity of a person that can be a fruitful one. To put it
with Stephen Hawking words: “[thanks to my wife, children, and collagues]
disability has never been a serious handicap. Now I am very happy”. Niero
suggests that probably the paradox is not a real paradox.

Disability identity and citizenship: the pedagogical approach
(Roberta Caldin)

The paper summarises some dimensions in which the pedagogical approach is
settled. Starting with theoretical comparison of the concept of educability with
the one of possibility, through the recovering of the utopia orientation, the
problems of disability identity and citizenship are discussed. Help in this
direction comes from the last OMS classification, which this article examines in
its pedagogical aspects.
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Experiencing the Embodiment in Disabilty
(Lucia Parente)

Lucia Parente proposes a deep set of philosophycal reflections about the role of
the body in contemporary society. According to her, the body is collocated in an
ambiguos position: on one side the body is considered as an aestetics object that
has to be shown on the coversheets, on the other side this kind of requests causes
peculiar pathologies of the body (depression and eating disorders). Architectural
barriers are a problem for persons with disabilities, but social barriers are a

problem as well.
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